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and discuss, and some strategies for tackling antisemitism that avoid snap judgements and 
binary thinking.

Introductions to the Field:

Steven Beller, Antisemitism: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford UP, 2007).

David Engel, “Away from a Definition of Antisemitism: An Essay in the Semantics of Historical 
Description,” in Rethinking European Jewish History, ed. Jeremy Cohen and Moshe Roseman 
(Littman Library of Jewish Civilization, 2009), 30-53.

David Feldman, “Toward a History of the Term Anti-Semitism,” American Historical Review 123, 4 
(October 2018): 1139-1149.

Jonathan Judaken, “Antisemitism (Historiography) in Key Concepts in the Study of Antisemitism, ed. 
Sol Goldberg et al (Palgrave Macmillan, 2021), 25-38.

Jonathan Judaken, “Rethinking Anti-Semitism,” American Historical Review 123, 4 (October 2018): 

1122-1138.

Dov Waxman, “Antisemitism isn't Just Jew Hatred, it’s anti-Jewish Racism,” The Conversation, 
November 16, 2022. https://theconversation.com/antisemitism-isnt-just-jew-hatred-its-anti-
jewish-racism-193614
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Pre-Modern Jew-Hatred and Its Legacies

Introductory:

Hillel Kieval, “The Blood Libel” in Key Concepts in the Study of Antisemitism ed. Sol Goldberg et al 

(Palgrave Macmillan, 2021), 53-64.

Magda Teter, “The Catholic Church” in Key Concepts in the Study of Antisemitism, ed. Sol Goldberg et
al (Palgrave Macmillan, 2021), 65-77.

In-depth studies:

Sara Lipton, Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography (Henry Holt, 2002).

A study of negative images of Jews emerging in medieval Europe.

Magda Teter, Christian Supremacy: Reckoning with the Roots of Antisemitism and Racism (Princeton 
UP, 2023)

There is a video of a lecture by Dr. Teter at the University of Pennsylvania, October 3, 2023, in 
which she gives an overview of her book: https://youtu.be/Z0LVWW0TV3g  .  

Magda Teter, Blood Libel: On the Trail of an Antisemitic Myth (Harvard UP, 2020). 

Traces the myth of ritual murder and the blood libel from medieval origins through present-day 
conspiracy theories still found on social media and the internet. 

Joshua Trachtenberg, The Devil and the Jews: The Medieval Conception of the Jew and Its relation to

Modern Antisemitism (Jewish Publication Society, 1943; new edition with a foreword by Marc 

Saperstein, 2002).
This is a classic text detailing the association of Jews and the Devil in medieval Europe and its 
lasting legacy in modern times.
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Frederick Beiser, “Emancipation” in Key Concepts in the Study of Antisemitism, ed. Sol Goldberg et al 
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Zionism, Antizionism, and the Politics of Defining Antisemitism
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